
COLONIAL POSTAGE. 

RETURN to an ADDllESS of the Honourable The House of Commont, 
dated 30 August 1848 ;-.for, 

"RETURNS of the several RATBS of PosT.AGE charged upon LETTEBI con•eyed 
between the United Kingdom and each of the British Colonies and Posae88ions 
respectively; distinguishing the Rate when conveyed by Packet from that charged 
when the Conveyance is by Private Ship :" 

"Of the RATES of POSTAGE charged upon LETTE•s conveyed direct, whether by 
Packet or by Private Ship, between the several Rritish Colonies and Possessions :" 

"Of the RATBS of PoSTAGE charged upon LETTBlll conveyed between the United 
Kingdom and India, whether via Soutlaampttm or via Marteilln, or by Private Ship:,,. 

"Of the RATES of PosTAGE charged upon LBTTBJtS between one part of the East 
Indies and another part of the East Indies, and between any British Colony or Posses
sion and IJUJia, whether by Packet or by Private Ship:" 

"Of the RATES of PosTAGE charged upon the Con'fe)'&llce of L&TTJUll within each of 
the several British Colonies and Possessions:,, 

"And &bowing the Gross Amount of PosTAGE collected, the ExPZ!fDITURB and the 
NzT REVBNUB of the PosT 0FFICB in each of the British Colonies and Poeaeesiom,. 
and in India, for the Three Years ended the 6th day of January 1848." 

General Post Office,} 
ti> May 1849. 

(Mr. &art.) 

W. L. MABERLY, 
Secretary. 

Ordmtl, by The House of Common1, to l>c Prittt*1,. 
9 July 1849. 

476. 



I 

2 POSTAGE CHARGED ON LETl'ERS CONVEYED BETWEEN THE 

-No. t.-

A RETURN of the several RATES of Posuoz charged upon LETTERS conveyed between the United Kingdom and each 
of the British Colonies and POiiellion& reepecti,-ely, distinguishing the Rate when conveyed by Packet from that 
charged when the Conveyance is by Private Ship. · 

Between the United Kingdom 

and 

Aden • • • • • • 
Ditto ( triJ Marseilles) • - • 
Africa (West Coast of) - • 
Antigua • - • - • 
Ascension - . - - • • 
AustTalia (direct) • • - -
Ditto (via Southampton and India) 
Ditto (via Marseilles aad India) -
Bahamas • • - - -
Barbadoes - - - • • 
Bermuda • - - - • 
Berbice - - - - -
Canada - • - - • 
Carriacou - - - • • 
Ceylon - - - • -
Ditto ( 1'i8 Marseilles) - - -
Demerara - - - - -
Dominica • - - - • 
Falkland Islands - - - • 
Gibraltar - - • • -
Grenada - - • • • 
Heligoland • - • - -
Honduras - - • • • 
Hong Kong • • - -
Ditto (vid Marseilles) - • -
India - - • • • • 
Ditto (via Marseilles) • - -
Jamaica (Kingston excepted) • 
Ionian Islands - • - • 
Ditto ( vi4 Marseilles) - • • 
Kingston (Port of Jamaica) • • 
Labuan (direct) - - • • 
Ditto ( " i.8 Southampton and India) 
Ditto ( tri4 M&r¥illes and India) • 
Malta • • - • • • 
Ditto (via Marseilles) - • -
Mauritius (direct) • - -
Ditto (vid Southampton and India) 
Ditto ("iii Maneilles and India) -
Montserrat • - - • -
Nevi• - • • • • • 
New Brunswick :. • • • 
N ewfoundland - • - -
New South Wales (direct) - • 
Ditto (t:i.4 Southampton and India) 
Ditto ( vi8 Maneilles and India) -
New Zealand (direct) - - -
Ditto giA Southampton and India) 
Ditto vi8 Marseilles and India) -
Nova cotia (Halifax excepted) -
Halifax (port of Nova Scotia) • 
Prince F!<iward laland • - -
St. Kitt,s - - • • -
St. Lucia - • • • -
St. Vincent's - • • -
Sierra Leone - - - • 
Tobairo 
Tortola • - - - -
Trinidad • • - • -
Van Diemen's Land (d.irect) • -
Ditto ("14 Southampton and ludia) 
Ditto {o~ MarseilleS and India) • 
Virgin l11anda • - - -

JLATKS 8T l'ACJCBT. 

1. d. On a letter 
J - not exceeding ! oz. 
1 10 under the 1 oz. 
1 - not exceeding i oz. 
1 - - ditto - -
1 • • ditto - -
1 • - ditto - • 
1 4 • • ditto. 
2 2 under the 1 oz. 
1 not exceeaing 6 oz. 
1 - - ditto • • 
1 - - - ditto • -
1 2 • - • ditto - • 
1 2 • • - ditto - -
I - - - ditto - • 
1 - - ditto - -
I 10 under tlse 1 oz. 
1 not exceeding l oz. 
I . · · ditto • • 
I - • ditto • • 
1 - • • ditto - -
1 • • ditto - -
-6 --ditto - -
1 - - - ditto - • 
I - - - ditto - • 
1 10 undel' the 1 oz. 
l - not exceeding j oz. 
l 1 O under the l oz. 
1 2 • not exceeding i oz. 
l - - - ditto - -
l 8 under the l oz. 
l - not exceeding i ~. 
l - · · ditto -
l • - . ditto. 
2 2 under the i 01. 
I - not exceeding j oz. 
l 3 under the J oz. 
l - not exceeding l oz. 
l 4 - - ditto. 
2 2 under the i oz. 
1 - not exceeding i oz. 
1 - - - ditto -
1 2 • • - ditto • 
1 - - • ditto -
1 - • • ditto -
1 4 - - ditto. 
i 2 under the t oa. 
1 - not exceeding l oz. 
l • - - ditte. 
2 2 under t.he i oz. 
I 2 • not exceeding i oz. 
I - · · ditto -
I 2 • • - ditto • 
I - - - ditto -
I - · · ditto • 
1 - - • ditto -
I - · • ditto • 
1 - - - ditto -
1 - - • ditto • 
I - · - ditto • 
1 - • - ditto -
1 • - - ditto. 
2 2 under the t oz. 
1 - not exceeding j oz. 

l\ATU BY PllIYAT& IHIP. 

'· d. 
- 8 

- 8 
- 8 
- 8 
- 8 

- 8 
- 8 
- 8 
- 8 
- 8 
- 8 
- 8 

- 8 
- 8 
- 8 
- 8 
- 8 
- 6 
- 8 
- 8 

- 8 

- 8 
- 8 

- 8 
- 8 

- 8 

- 8 

- 8 
- 8 
- 8 
- 8 
- 8 

- 8 

- 8 
- 8 
- 8 
- 8 
- 8 
- 8 
- 8 
- 8 
- 8 
- 8 
- 8 

- 8 

On a Letter 
not exceeding j oz. 

- - ditto. 
- • ditto. 
• - ditto. 
• • ditto. 

• • ditto. 
- - ditto. 
- • ditte. 
- - ditto. 
- - ditto. 
• .. diuo. 
- - ditto. 

- - ditto. 
• - ditto. 
• - ditto. 
- • ditto. 
- - ditt.o. 
- • ditto. 
- - ditto. 
- • ditto. 

- - ditto. 
- - . ditto. 

ditto. 
ditto. 

- • ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 

ditto. 

- - ditto. 
• - ditto. 
- • ditto. 
• - ditto. 
• • ditto. 
• - ditto. 
- - ditto. 
- - ditto. 
• - ditto. 
- - ditto. 
- - ditto. 

ditto. 

No"--The rates marked thus • include the internal colonial rate of 2d. the half oance, whida ia comWaed with dal 
pMbt rate, aa4 bodl ra&ea are paid a& &be aame timt.-S. uo ao&e, 8'Wrll No. 6. 



t7NlTED ~lfGDOM AKI'\ TBB B&l TISH COLOJrl•, &c. 3 

-No.~.-

A RETURN of the RATES of Posuoz charged upon l.irrr&u conveyed Direct, whether by 
Packet or by Private Ship, between the several British Coloniee and POIM9iom. 

Between any two ports in the British West Indies - -
Between any ports in Britith North America and any po111 in 

the British W eet Indies - - - • - • • 
Between Gibraltar and Malta 
.Between Gibraltar and Corfu 
Between Gibraltar and Aden, India, Ceylon, Hong Kong•, 

Autralia •and New Zealand• - - - - -
Between Corfu and Malta -
Between Corfu and Aden, India, Ceylon, Hong Kong•, Au-

tralia •,and New Zealand• - - - - - -
Between Malta and Aden, India, Ceylon, Hong Kong•, Aus-

tralia •,and New Zealand• - - - • - -

Between the Cape of Good Hope or any ports on the Eaetem 
Coast of A&ica, the Coaat of Arabia, the Red Sea, the Bay 
of Ben~, the Indian Ocean ; any ports in Hindostao, Cey
lon, the Mauritiu, the East India lilands; and 

Any Ports in China and the Chinese Sea belonging to Great 
Britain, Autralia, and New Zealand - - - -

Between any of the countries or places above stated (except 
between Australia and New Zealand) - - - • 

Between any two ports in any of the countries or ,Placee above 
stated (except ports in Australia t and ports m New Zea
land) 

.. .Between any t"o ports in New Zealand 

Paeket llaee. &M,..i....ra... 

On a Lett.er not OD a lAtter DOt 
exc:.eding 

Half an Ou~ in 
ueeecllac 

Half an OUDce iD-
Weight. Weight. 

'· d. •• d. 

' ' 
4 ' 6 6 

- 10 - 10 

1 10 ' 6 6 

1 10 ' 
1 6 ' 

1 - - No 1hip-let-
ter rate ii levied 

between any of these places 
under the Imperial Laws, 
except between any of the 
placee •J:>eeified and Hong 
Kong and Ne" Zealand, aaa 
between the two lut placee, 
in which cuee the rate ii •d. 

' ' 4 

• When the cc;rre9p0Ddence of either Gibraltar, Corfu, or Malta i1 trammitted bJ the poet to 
Bombay or Madras o.r Calcutta, and between any of thOM places and an1

1
:.zt or pmce to &he 

eutward of thb:ijCeylon excepted), by packet boat or printe abip, it ii · to an addidonal 
rate of •d. the ounce; wbiCh .aditioDal poetage ii accounted tor by the Britiab Post-oace to 
the East India Company. · 

t The POlt-oftice in Autralia ii not under the control of the Poetmuter-general. 

-No. s.-

A RETURN of the R.tn1 of Pon.Ao& charged upon Ln'T1u conTe7ed between the Uni~ 
Kingdom and India, whether vit &.tAa11tptmi, vil Mar#illu, or by Private Ship. 

Between the United Kingdom and India 

\ 

Vil Soutbamptoo. 

Ona~DOt 
uceedlng 

Half an Ounce. 

A2 

.. d. 

1 

Vil KarM11let. 

Oaa Lettw-*r 
aQuaner 

or u Ounce. 

.. "· 
1 10 

B1 Printe 81aip. 

O.al.derMt 
uCftdiag 

Hal( an Ounce, 

.. d. 

8 

( 

. . 



4 P08TAOB CBA.llOED OK LETTERS CONVBYl!D BETWEEN THE 

- No. 4. -

A RETURN of the Rua of Pon1.0E charged upon LBrnas between one part of the Ea.t 
lndiu and another part of the Ea1t Indiu, and between any British Colony or P088e88ion 
and Ifldia, whether by Packet or by Private Ship. 

Between o.ne a: . of the East Indies and another part of 
theEutln. - - - - - - - -

Between any British colony or pc»&e81ion and India -

By Packet. 

On a Lett.er not 
exceeding Half a.o 

Ounce, conveyed by 
British Packet 

between ooe Port in 
the East Indies and 

another. 

1. ti. 

1 

On a Le~r not ex• 
ceeding Hal! an OUDCe: 

1 

By Prirate Ship. 

On a Letter not 

exceeding 

Hal( an Ounce. 

•• d. 

t 

' 
• The rat.ell between one part of the interior of the East Indies and another cannot be slated, 

the control of the posts being vested in the East India Company. 

t Thi.t rate cannot be stated, the ship-letter postage between any two ports in the East Indies 
being levied under the authority of the East India Company. 

- No. cs. -

A RETURN or the R1.ns of Pon1.oa charged upon the Conveyance of Lirrrau within nch 
of the several Britiah Coloniet and P0811e88iona. 

Ba1TUB No&TB A.xaa1c• •.&JU> BaJTI&e Wur IND1.u•. 

P08tage charged on a Lett.er not exceeding Half an Ounce. 

For an7 distance not exceeding 60 miles - - - - - - - - - 4 tL 
Ditto - - exceeding 60 miles, and not exceeding 100 miles - - - - 6 ti. 
Ditto - - exceedip~ 100 miles, and not exceeding 200 miles - - - - 8 tL 

.And for uery additional distance not exceeding 100 aucli miles beyond such 200 miles, 
and for t!.very such further distance, a rate or - 2 d. 

• The correspondence between the United Kingdom and these colonies is charged, in lieu o( 
the rat.ell here stated, with an uniform internal colonial rate of 2 d. the half ounce, except when 
posted or delivered at the port of dispatch or arrival of the packet or ship convefing the eamo ; 
uch letters postf:d or delivered at the port are not liable to any colonial rate. 

Ho1'o Kolfo. 

POltage charged on a Letter not exceeding Half an Ounce. 

Posted in any post town in Hong Kong, addressed to any per&0n or place within such 
town or the auburbs thereof, an uniform rate of - - - - - - - 1 tL 

Nsw Z1u.nn. 

Poetage charged on a letter not exceeding Half an Ounce. 

An uniform rate off d., whatever distance conveyed. 

Nole.-Tbe above-mentioned are the only colonies nod posaeuiona 11ubject to the control o(Lhe 
Poatmuter-general, in which internal rates of postage are charged under the Imperial Laws. 



UNIT.SD ~JfODOK .A.JfD TBB BRITISH COLOIQD, b. 5 

-No. 6.-

. RETURN showing the Gl'Oll Amount of Poeuo• collected, the ExnJrmruu and tbe Nn 
RsVJu111a of the Pon Ownca in each of the British Colonies ud P~om, and in IttdiG, b 
the Three Yean ended the 6th January 1848. 

Groa Amout -
Yars 

o( POI~ eollected 
NAMES OF PLACE& eodecl after acting Ea,..&a.re.• Neta-.• 5th 

JanuarJ Ret11n1ed Lentn, 
" &c.• 

"--" 
£. •• d. £. .. d. £. '· tl. 

Canada - - - - - - 1846 68,886 11 10 44,,89 10 7 11,8'7 l a 
1847 63,662 16 4 '4,419 16 4 19,ua - -1848 68,048 1' 9 49,894 ' 7 18,66' 10 2 

Nova Scotia - . - - - 1846 7,040 18 6 7,010 3 11 21 1' 7 
1847 6,738 17 10 6,'44 8 9 184 9 1 
1848 8,278 3 7 6,461 18 6 1,810 6 2 

New Brunswick - - . - 1846 :>,476 10 11 '1881 6 1 846 6 JO 
1847 6,092 9 - 4,870 8 ' l,121 - 8 
1848 7,264 18 2 6,862 1 ' 1,66 JCS 10 

Prince Edward bland - . . 18'8 406 - • 406 6 9 - 18 7 
Half year from the 6th July 1846, 1847 999 17 9 986 6 - 1' 12 9 

before which period the accounts 1848 1,160 10 - l,ue 16 3 18 18 9 
of Prince Edward Island were in-
eluded with th<>1e of Nova Scotia. 

Jamaica - . - - - - 18"6 18,969 ' 3 10,087 -- l 8,879 ' 9 
18'7 18,880 6 6 9,012 8 1 4,817 18 ' 1848 14,686 8 ' 9,721 16 1 "8e4 19 I 

Antigua - . . - - . 1846 811 11 3 972 1 - 649 10 8 
1847 812 18 !I 270 1 - 66 16 ,, 
1848 886 1 270 1 - 616 - at 

B1b1mu - . - - - - 1846 326 18 10 i 46 9 11 181 8 11 i 
1847 832 12 4 a 16 11 2H 16 6 
1848 887 19 10 72 18 7 986 - a 

Barbadoes - - - - - 1846 1,924 10 'i 688 2 8 l,988 7 8l 
1847 2,041 8 7 708 19 4 1,819 9 a 

' 1848 2,083 18 8 866 18 - 1,918 - a 
Belize - - - - - - 18'8 104 18 10 106 a 8 -

During three qurten of the Jf!llltZ 18'7 980 18 11 186 16 8 ea a a 
1846, only ~ on the oor· 1848 ~68 2 7 187 l I ff l ~ 

respondence dresMd to foreign crts in the West lndiet WU col· 
ected at Belir.e. 

.Berbice - - - . . - 1846 676 10 8j 118 16 - 468 16 aj 
1841 810 7 2j US7 14 2 '8118 -j 
1848 6~8 18 7 168 ' ' 197 1' . 3 

Bermuda - - - . - - 18'8 449 2 -j 187 2 8 181 19 6 
18'7 678 J 2 lGI 9 8 '1' J1 8 
1848 687 H 8l 164 2 8 411 11 9j 

j 

·Carriacou - - - - - 1846 18 6 9 - . - 18 6 2 
1847 9 - 8 ' 13 H 9 -1848 24 1' 8 I 2 9 u ! 8 

Demerara - - - - - 1846 1,976 18 9 341 18 :1 1,684 - 1 
1847 J,969 6 10 t 843 9 1,808 17 7 
1848 2,026 16 9 361 3 8l J,874 12 6 

Dominica - - - - - 1846 804 8 1 100 ' 6 i04 3 7 
1847 362 JO 11 j 100 2 6 262 8 6 
1818 347 - - 100 3 6 246 16 6 

:Grenada - - - - - - 1846 604 8 6 198 I 6 808 6 11 
1847 642 19 0 208 8 10 33, 16 11 
1848 667 11 6j 204 11 10 882 19 7 

.Kontlerrat - - - . - 1846 100 1' 9 20 - - 80 1' 9 
1847 107 ! a 20 19 8 86 2 7 
1848 81 11 2 21 2 8 eo 8 6 

j 

• " The Groee Amount of P ostage collected," of OOUl'le inclad8 IO maclt or the Packet 
Pottage u is collected in the Colonies. On the other hand, 110 pan oft.be expeue of the Packet1 

.ia included under th• head of" Expenditure." 
~ j6. A 3 ( oo.tilfWC} 



6 POST4GS CHARO•I> 05 I.ETT .EU CONVBYBD BBTWUN THE 

--

Gross Amount 
Ytars uf Postage collected, 

NAMES OP PLACF.S. ended after deducting EJpcadi1ure.• Net Roenue .• • 
5th Retuned Letters, 

Januar, &c.• 
~ . 

£. 6. d. £. 6, d. £. 6. d. 
Nevil - - - - - - 1846 175 - 11 60 1 8 114 19 3 

1847 169 9 2 60 2 4 109 6 10 
1848 181 19 1 80 16 - u;n 3 1 

Newfoundland • .. - . - 1846 929 
6 IOI 262 6 4 676 19 61 

. 1847 1,008 9 10 26() 19 8 745 17 21 
1848 1,331 4 8 298 16 6 1,032 8 21 

St. Kitts - .. - - - - 1846 492 7 10 120 - - 372 17 10 
1847 619 6 - 120 1 6 399 4 6 
1848 623 9 6 127 If 10 896 14 8 

St. Lucia - - - - - - 1846 346 15 10 j 82 6 61 268 10 6 
1847 873 6 2 81 8 8 291 17 6 
1848 380 1 6 76 16 - 303 6 6 

St. Vincent - - - - - 1846 663 9 10 200 6 10 363 4 -
1847 699 18 9 206 6 8 394 13 6 
1848 672 ' 7 206 17 11 486 6 8 

Tobago - . - - - - 1846 298 - 6 228 8 - '11 12 6 
1847 326 17 3 217 7 11 109 0 4 
1848 307 16 10 216 18 JI 92 2 11 

Tortola - - - - - . 18'6 69 10 2 63 12 8 5 17 6 
1847 69 11 8 63 14 7 6 17 1 
18.48 6.S 3 6 62 1 - 13 2 6 

Trinidad . - - - - - 1846 1,352 - 7 162 11 10 1,189 8 9 
1847 1,470 H Bl 196 3 6 l,27' 11 3! 
1H8 1,663 12 1 277 19 6 1,286 12 7 

Gibraltar - - - - . - 18'6 1,876 19 1 390 ' 10 1,486 14 3 
1847 2,036 6 11 436 17 86 1,600 8 21 
1848 2,820 7 - '42 ti 10 i 1,878 1 Ii 

Malta - . - - - . 1846 2,661 2 1 477 19 - 2,173 3 1 
1847 2,683 2 9 498 19 8 2,184 3 6 . 1M8 2,918 6 2 484 2 10 2,48' 3 ' 

Hong Kong . - - - - 1840 880 6 1 j 632 11 1 247 16 -l· 
Commenced 6th August 1846; 1847 '-,867 13 'i 1,968 18 JOf 2,900 16 6 

\ previous to that date the poe~ 
was carried to the account oft e 1848 6,212 17 6 2,512 1 9 2,700 15 8 

Colonial Treasury. 

Bombay - • - - . - 184.6 4,923 'i 6 - - - 4,923 7 6 
1847 6,232 13 • - • . 6,232 13 ' 184.8 6,716 13 11 . - - 6,716 13 11 

Calcutta - - - - - - 184.8 1,722 16 11 - - - 1,722 16 11 

Thete accounts are founded on 18'7 4,588 19 - - - - ,,533 19 -
estimate, the account& ·rendered 1848 6,292 2 2 being incorrect • - - - 6,292 2 2 

.Madras - - . - - - 1846 849 5 2 - - - 849 6 2 
1847 2,094 - 8 - - - 2,094 - 8 
1848 2,200 9 7 - . - 2,200 9 7 

Ceylon - - - - - - 1846 79 18 - . . . 79 18 -
1M7 681 17 - 412 8 10 269 10 2 
1848 1,177 l 11 246 9 8 930 12 3 

New Zealand - - - . - No accounts hue been received during these years from 
this colony. 

• " The GroBS Amount of Postage collected,'' of coune includes 80 much of the packet 
postage as is collected in the colonies. On the other band, no part of the e.tpeuae of the packets 
ia included under &he head of" &peaditure." 



UKITED KINGDOM AKD TBB BRmSB COLOKl:U, Ice. 7 

N. B .-Since the date of the Ord.er of the Honse of CommoDI, the following alterations have 
been made in the rates of postage set forth in this Return. . 

Briti1h North .America.-The ~e on the correspondence j>881~ between the United 
Kingdom and British North America 1ias been altered to 11 •• in lieu of the rates mentioned in 
Statement No. 1 ; and the exemption from the internal colonial pottage referred to in note to 
Statement No. 6, is no longer enjoyed by the port of Halifax ; the pot~ on the correspondence 
to and from that port being now the same as that between all other parts of British North America 
and the United Kingdom, viz. 11. 

Nm> &aland.-Tbe rates of postage on the COrresJ><>ndence ::7ed from one. port to another 
in New Zealand (au Statement No. 2), and within New Z (Statement No. 6), will no 
longer be leviable under the Imperial Laws, the Post-office in New Zealand having, since the date 
of the Order of The House, ceased to be subject to the control of the Po.tmuter-general. 

St. Lucia.-A rate of l d. the half ounce has been fixed for the correspondence pusing between 
the towns of Castries (the port), and Souffriere, in lieu of the rates stated in No. 6, u the postage 
charged for conveyance of correspondence in the interior of the West Indies, &c. 

Bahama. I1la"da.-The communication betwe~n the different islands of the Bah•mu hu ceued 
to be under the control of the Postmaster-general, but is maintained by the colonial government; 
and the correspondence between these islands is therefore exempted from the internal ra&e5 given 
in Statement No. 6 • 

• 

A4 

I 
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COLON I AL POSTAGE. 

RETURN of the ae•eral RATES of Poar.Ao& 
charged upon LzTr~aa con•eyed between the 
United Kingdom and each of the BriUah 
Colonie• and Po11eaaion1 ; &c. 

(Mr. Ewart.) 

Ortlfnd, &v The HOUM of Commona, to k PriAUtl. 

v Jwly 184g. 

476. 
Under 1 o.t. 

• 

• 


